The field of virtual worlds is vast, interconnected and expanding. In this issue, we take a review lantern and shed some light on some of this field's aspects. Clearly, we do not cover everything. We will often see shadows and not the full image. Ultimately, we hope to encourage further exploring of the field.
The third thematic issue of JVWR 7 th year (2014) focuses on a literature review of 3D3C worlds according to specific topics. Due to the substantial amount of responses to our "Lantern" CfP which resulted in 15 accepted manuscripts, the Lantern issue is published in two parts: Part 1 was published on the 1 st quarter of 2014 and part 2 is now published, on the 3 rd quarter of 2014. Both parts connect with our workshop "Via the Looking Glass" held in Milan, Italy on December 15, 2013 (as part of AIS ICIS 2013). For this issue, "topical review" means a review of a corpus of knowledge of one aspect of virtual worlds. It can be a classic literature review, a more formal statistical meta-analysis or other forms suggested by authors.
In that respect, "3D3C Worlds" is defined as a combination of four factors: (2) embraces the virtual world's potential as a context for creative action. Perceived feeling of co-presence (3) within the team members, and user's own experience of immersion (4), contributes towards engaging creative team collaboration. Multimodality (5) and rich visual information (6) facilitate communication between team members. Finally, virtual worlds allow teams to modify the collaboration environment to simulate a new kind of reality (7), and offer a selection of supporting tools (8) that can be utilized in the creative collaboration.
Virtual Currencies, Micropayments and Monetary Policy: Where Are We Coming from and Where Does the Industry Stand? by Ruy Alberto Valdes-Benavides and Paula Lourdes
Hernandez-Verme / University of Guanajuato, Mexico. The exponential growth of the micropayments industry and the expansion of social networks in the last few years have produced the necessary conditions for the birth and growing importance of virtual currencies. The present work attempts to survey the main issues and challenges posed to Economic Theory and to the design and implementation of economic policy. Particularly, the authors look at the implications that virtual currencies may have for: 1) The economic principles associated with voluntary holdings of different kinds of money; 2) The rate-of-return dominance by some currencies that may coexist with currencies offering lower real returns; and 3) The state-of-the-art Monetary Dynamic Stochastic General Equilibrium models with micro-foundations. The author claim that virtual currencies share some important features of both fiat currencies-whose value is mainly determined by the issuer's reputation and the people's beliefs regarding its future acceptability in exchange for goods or services-and commodity currencies, with intrinsic value. However, virtual currencies are typically issued by private agents, rather than by governments, and thus regulation and appropriate monitoring arise as potential problems that we may have to deal with in the near future.
Finding Healthcare Support in Online Communities: An Exploration of the Evolution and
Efficacy of Virtual Support Groups by Donna Z. Davis and Willemien Calitz / University of Oregon, USA. Healthcare support communities represent an especially vulnerable population who can potentially gain most significantly from the ability to connect via online social support groups. This paper reviews current literature on the efficacy of online social support groups, with a particular interest in 3-D online social virtual worlds. The literature reveals the importance of social support in general; of finding support online in these mediated environments; and the strengths and weaknesses in the current technologies that offer virtual healthcare support groups. Characteristics of social virtual worlds including persistence, anonymity, 24/7 access to individuals globally, and virtual embodiment reveal powerful potential to build support online. Finally, the review also identifies the
